SaroRDAY, OcoBER 13,1877.) = = [QONFIDENTIAL 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPE RS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANS AB, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
QOUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 6th October, 1877. 


BRP OOD WD 


(POLITICAL.) 
| GENERAL. ! 

The Oudh Akhbér of the 1st October, in’ the course of a C irculation, 
communicated article, which is written ee 

in a facetious vein, says that the impe- 

rial darbar, Lord Lytton being its mediator or agent, has, 

after a period of nine months, given birth to three children, 

(1) war, (2) the license tax, and (3) famine. ‘War -took its 

way to Europe vid Afghanistan, and occasioned a quarrel be- 

tween Russia and Turkey. It has turned cities into deserts, 

and made thousands of women widows, and ‘children orphans. 

License tax, the second child, has proved very dutiful to its 

parents. The darbar cost the Government thousands of 

rupees, while the license tax has‘ brought into its treasury” 

lakhs of rupees. Famine, the youngest child, is playing havoe' 

in the Deccan, and. indiscriminately devouring thousands of 

men, the old:as well as the young. ee et 


The Delhi darbar. 
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TURKEY. 


The Rahbar-t-Hind of the 2nd October praises the Stufford 
House Committee for its generosity and 
philanthropy in rendering relief to 
the Turkish wounded, widows, and orphans, and draws the 
attention of the Musalm4ns of India to the fact that the total. 
amount of subscriptions hitherto raised by them for the aid 
of the Turkish sufferers falls infinitely short of what it ought to 
be, looking at the immense Muhammadan population of India. 
A Turkish Relief Fund Committee should be established in 
every province. The committees should depute agents to 
collect subscriptions in every city, town and village. They 
should also keep an agent at Constantinople to see that the 
money contributed by them is devoted to those charitable 
purposes only for which it is intended. aN 


The Turkish relief fund. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 28th pane Oi in a long 
editorial argues that the Russo-Tur- 
kish war is the result of some secret 
treaty made among the Emperors of Russia, Germany and 
Austria, Any doubts which might have hitherto existed on 
this point have been removed by some events which have re- 
cently taken place. The Emperors of Germany and Austria 
held a conference at Aschel, the object of which was to con- 
firm the friendly alliance which the Russian, German and 
Austrian powers had formed among themselves. Prince 
Bismarck and Count Andrassy had then an interview with 
each other, which was an auxiliary to the one held by 
their masters. The Emperor of Austria very enthusiastically 
drank the health of the Czar at a state banquet. Above all, 
Germany has taken upon herself the duty of guarding the 
Russian frontier on the Polish’ side, and thus relieved fifty 
thousand Russian troops for active service in the field. Look- 
ing at all these circumstances, one is naturally induced to 
believe that the States of Russia, Germany and Austria have 
entered into a treaty to partition the Turkish empire among. 
themselves. To conciliate England they may offer her. the 


The Eastern question. 
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possession of Constantinople. But the possession of Constanti- 
nople alone cannot secure for her the absolute .command of 
the Mediterranean which her Indian interests require. She 
cannot. command the supremacy of the sea in Europe without 
the assistance of a. friendly power like the Porte. In fact, 

as far as the Kastern question is, concerned, English and 
Turkish i interests are identical. In the event of German and 
Austrian interference in. the. Russo-Turkish war, England 
will have no alternative but to espouse. the cause of the Porte. 
France, which is smarting under the pain inflicted upon her 
by Germany and.is now in every.way ready for war, and 
Italy, will also readily cast in their lots.with England. Thus 
all Europe would be embarked in a.terrible war. It is high 
time that England should finesse in the Eastern politics and 
avert this imminent general war. She should at the same 
time protect Turkey against the intrigues of the Triple Alliance. 


FRONTIER, 
; 


A correspondent of the Sa/ftr-i-Hindustdn of the 29th 

September, after referring to the 
raids and outrages committed upon 
British subjects by the refractory tribes of Jawaki and 
Adamkhel, says that the people (on the frontier) are not loy- 
ally disposed towards the Government. They earnestly wish 
that the Amir of Cabul or the Russians should invade this 
country. In the late expedition which the Government 
undertook against the Afridis several soldiers of the frontier 
in the British army were seen firing their guns without shot 
at the time of battle. The prestige of the English Govern- 
ment has been lowered in the eyes of these barbarous people. 
They believe the English Government to be a weak power, 
at all events weaker than the Russian power. They say that 
‘the Government of India has not yet been able to reduce.a 
‘small tribe like the Jawaki to subjection, and that if the Eng- 
.' lish were: strong why would they desert their friend, . the 
‘Sultan of Turkey, in the hour of need ? Something should 


The frontier disturbances. 
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be done to impress them with dn idea of the —— of 
English power. a ae iis , 


~The Rhair- Khwdh-t- Alam of the 3rd October, i in an article 

headed “ Afghanistan” urges that the 

Amir of Cabul should, in accordance 

with the advice of the Sultan of Turkey, the Commander of 
the Faithful, renew his friendly alliance with the English 
Government, which is a true friend and well-wisher of Isl4m. 

Russia 1 is an inveterate enemy of Isl4m, and notorious’ for 

fraud, deceit and falsehood. The Amir should not suffer 

himself to fall a dupe to Russian intrigue, The present Turko- 
Russian war has broken the charm of Russian power. Russia 
cannot afford to forget for a long time to come the hard lesson 
which the Turks have taught her this'time, nor will she soon 
be able to raise her head again.’ Does the Amir faney that 
he cannot ‘count upon receiving at least as much pecuniary 
aid from the Government of India as the Russians have pro- 
mised him? He is greatly mistaken in regarding the 
occupation of Khelat by the Government of India as a menace 
to Candahér. His fears are entirely unfounded. The Anglo- 
Indian Press anticipates an Afghan invasion of India in the 
next winter, which is simply impossible. The Amir will 
thank his stars if he holds his own. The only injury, that he 
can do, at the outside, ‘to the Government, is to instigate the 
barbarous frontier tribes to rebel and disturb the peace in the 
The Government has long viewed with 
praiseworthy forbearance the hostile attitude of the Amir. 
It has already tried every gentle measure to settle the differ- 
ences amicably. If he persists in his present inimicable 
policy, it will have no alternative but to resort to arms. 


The Afghan politics. — 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


A correspondent of the Saftr-t-Hindustdn of the 29th 


i cued il September says, that last year Sir T. 
widows for committing Madho Rao wrote an able article about 


{ de. 
infanticide the impropriety of inflicting capital 
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punishment upon those widows who are convicted ‘of killing 
their children of illicit birth. ‘The custom of widow-marriage 
does:not exist among the Hindus ; Hindu widows are therefore 
naturally tempted to kill their illegitimate children, and being 
convicted of murder are sentenced to death. ‘The ‘sentence 
of death in their case is too severe, because their state of 
mind at the time of committing the. crime does -not:fall short 
_of temporary insanity. This article was published in the jour- 
nal of the National Society by the late Miss Carpenter. The 
Supreme:Government has called for the opinions of all loeal 
Governments and. administrations -on the subject. Women 
in.a state of widowhood are exposed to great:temptations. If 
any one of them proves unable to stand them, and on becom- 
ing pregnant procutes an abortion, it is obviously unjust to 
hang her like other murderers. But.at the same time she 
should not be altogether exempt from punishment, because in 
that case the crime will be highly encouraged. It is there- 
fore necessary that a slight punishment should be inflicted 
upon the offending widows to keep the crime in check. 


The Kavivachan Sudha of the 1st October draws attention 


The Government cur- +o-the lossand inconvenience caused to 
rency notes. the public by treasury officers refus- 
ing to cash currency notes. A-man lately presented a cur- 
rency note for Rs. 20 for exchange at the Almora treasury. 
‘The treasury clerks told him that he could not get money 
without obtaining the sanction of the treasury officer. Ac- 
cordingly he submitted a petition on one anna stamp paper to 
the treasury officer requesting that his note might be cashed 
by the treasury. The treasury officer told him in reply 
that only travellers could get money in exchange for currency 
notes at the treasury. The poor man returned home dis- 
appointed and had to sell it to a trader at Re. 1-4-0 ‘or 1-8-0 
per cent. discount. If the Government has any objections to 
eash currency notes on demand why has it put down in every 
one of them “I promise to pay the bearer on demand, &ec., ?” 
It should distinctly state in every note that only travellers 
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be done to impress. them with .-dn idea ” the ‘greatness of 


English power. © - :. 


The Khair-Khwdh-t-Alam of the 3rd October, i in an article 
headed “ Afghanistan” urges that the 
Amir of Cabul should, in accordance 
with the advice of the Sultan of Turkey, the Commander of 
the Faithful, renew his friendly alliance with the English 
Government, which is a true friend and well-wisher of Islami. 
Russia is an inveterate enemy of Isl4m, and notorious’ for 
fraud, deceit and falsehood. The Amir should not suffer 
himself to fall a dupe to Russian intrigue. The present Turko- 
Russian wart has broken the charm of Russian power. Russia 
cannot afford to forget for a long time to come the hard lesson 
which the Turks have taught her this'time, nor will she soon 
be able to raise her head again. ~ Does the Amir faney that 
he cannot ‘count upon receiving at least as much pecuniary 
aid from the Government of India as the Russians have pro- 
mised him? He is greatly mistaken in regarding the 
occupation of Khelat by the Government of India as a menace 
to Candahar. His fears are entirely unfounded. The Anglo- 
Indian Press anticipates an Afghan invasion of India in the 
next winter, which is simply impossible. The Amir will 
thank his stars if he holds his own. The only injury, that he 
can do, at the outside, ‘to the Government, is to instigate the 
barbarous frontier tribes to rebel and disturb the peace in the 


The Afghan politics. . 


frontier districts. The Government has long viewed with 


praiseworthy forbearance the hostile attitude of the Amir. 
It has already tried every gentle measure to settle the differ- 
ences amicably. If he persists in his present inimicable 
policy, it will have no alternative but to resort to arms. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 


A correspondent of the Saftr-i-Hindustdén of the 29th 


Si eee ial September says, that last year Sir T. 
widows for committing Madho Rao wrote an able article about 
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punishment upon those widowswho are convicted of killing 
their children of illicit birth. ‘The custom of widow-marriage 
does:not exist among the Hindus ; Hindu widows are therefore 
naturally tempted to kill their illegitimate children, and being 
convicted of murder are sentenced to death. ‘The ‘sentence 
of death in their case is too severe, because their state of 
mind at the time.of committing the crime does -not: fall short 
of temporary insanity. This-article was published in the jour- 
nal of the National Society by the late Miss Carpenter. The 
Supreme Government has galled for the opinions of all loeal 
Governments and. administrations -on the subject. Women 
in.a state of widowhood are exposed to great:temptations. If 
any one of them proves unable to stand them, and on becom- 
ing pregnant procutes an abortion, it is obviously :unjust to 
hang her like other murderers. But.at the same time she 
should not be altogether exempt from punishment, because in 
that case the crime will be highly encouraged. It is there- 
fore necessary that a slight punishment should be inflicted 
upon the offending widows to keep the crime in check. 


The Kavivachan Sudha of the 1st October draws attention 


The Government cur- +0-the lossand inconvenience caused to 
rency notes. ' the public by treasury officers refus- 
ing to cash currency notes. A-man lately presented a cur- 
rency note for Rs. 20 for exchange at the Almora treasury. 
The treasury clerks told him that he could not get money 
without obtaining the sanction of the treasury officer. Ac- 
cordingly he submitted a petition on one anna stamp paper to 
the treasury officer requesting that his note might be cashed 
by the treasury. The treasury officer told him in reply 
that only travellers could get money in exchange for currency 
notes at the treasury. The poor man returned home dis- 
appointed and had to sell it to a trader at Re. 1-4-0or 1-8-0 


per cent. discount. ‘If the Government has any objections to 


cash currency notes on demand why has it put down in every 
one of them “I promise to pay the bearer on demand, &c., ?”” 
It should distinctly state in every note that only travellers 
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-~ will’ get-money for iton demand, or that it will be. received at 


such and such treasuries only. In that: case the people will 
have no ground for complaint, True, every treasury cannot 
afford: to cash currency notes for Jarge amounts ‘of money. 


But:every treasury must cash notes, tid below Rs. 100 j in 
value. . 


A correspondent of the Urdu Akhbar (published § in Ma- 
Brahman compounders Tahtiat Akhola) of the 29th Septem- 
al eae ber, urges the need of appointing men 
of the Brahman caste as compounders in charitable dispen- 
saries. These institutions are a great buon to the poor peo- 
ple. But as men of low ¢astes’are generally compounders in 
charitable dispensaries, many Hindus, in deference to their 
‘religious prejudices, cannot avail themselves of the medicine 
distributed at them. If Brahman compounders were appoint- 
ed,- the popularity of these institutions would be highly in- 
creased. 


The Vakil-i-Hindustdn of the 28th September, says that 
“The murder of a native Mr. Heenan, a Railway Assistant En- 
at Sababganj. - gineer, shot anative at Sahabganj. The 
particulars of the case are as follows:—Mr. Heenan went one 
day at twelve o’clock at night to the house of a European 
gentleman to see an English lady who lived there. While he 
was leaving the house, the servants caught him. He fired 
his success three times‘at a servant. He has been sentenced 
to imprisonment for one and a half years only. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 2nd October, iatunlen to the 
The charge of misbe- 2 ticle published in a previous issue of 
th Abuletaut “Comme the same paper, complainin gs of the ha- 
sioner of Hoshyarpur bitual insolent behaviour of the Assist- 
witniet we. ant Commissioner of Hoshyarpur (vide 
the Selections for the week ending the 22nd September, 1877, 
page 649), says that the complaint is false. The editor has 
received a letter signed by some respectable pleaders of Ho- 
shyarpur praising both the European Assistant Commiissioners 


at Hoshyarpur for their good manners and their sense of justice. 


C0 
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t . ‘A’ correspondent of the Vakilei-Hindustén of: the 28th fo 

l The mukbtars are al. eptember, says that according to sec- t 
t pal inte Panjab which | tion 11 of Act XX. of 1865, mukhtars — 
. is illegal. | are not empowered to “ plead”’ in civil 
' courts, but in the civil courts in the Panjab. they are actually : 


found to: ** plead,”’ which is illegal. This is an injustice to 
: one and should therefore be stopped. 


The Vakil-i-Hindustdn of the 28th September, i in its local Circulation, 


212 copies, 
Natives not allowed to ews columns, complains that on the 


on i hoary _ ae last Saturd ay at evening when the mu- 
sat, _ gic-band was being played in the Ram- 
bagh (Amritsar) some natives sat down along the sides of the 
roads to hear the music, but the police constable drove them. i 
off like a flock of sheep and asked them to stand behind the lf 
carriages at some distance. He told them that such was the 
order of the Captain Sahib. The band of music was pur- 
chased out of the municipal funds and its monthly expenses 
are also defrayed out of those funds. When His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab sanctioned the purchase 
of the band, His Honour distinctly stated that it should be 
kept for the use of the natives, and that Europeans alone : 
should not use it. In spite of all this, the natives are not even 
allowed to stand near the band-stand. If the present state of : ‘ 
things continues, we will be obliged to ask the municipal | 


committee to stop the band. 


ST ad sari Se eS Be eT eo 
EO eps OPO gee ho. weet ee Ft ene ies 
o< ay o x r 


The Municipal Committee prepares its budget every year 
ree in the month of October. The way in 
anoual municipal bud: Which the budget has hitherto been pre- 
> © prepares. pared is, that the President and the 
Secretary prepare the budget as they like. When it has been 
Prepared it is once hastily read out before the committee, and 
no time is allowed, nor permission granted to the members to 
criticize it. A member once asked a:!question regarding an 
item in the budget and was consequently struck off the list of 
thembers. Copies of the budget should be distributed among 
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the member's at: least one week before the day appointed for 
its submission before the committee, and full liberty should 
be accorded to each of them to:criticize every item in the 
budget.. Every item of useless: expenditure should be got 
rid of. There is a female school in Amritsar in which the 
average attendance of students is five or six children, and out. 
of these six students three are the School Mistress’ own 
children. She therefore virtually gets Rs. 50 a month from 
the municipality for instructing her own children. 


The. Vakil-i-Hindustdn of the ast September, says that 

in slits & in a Sessions case in Calcutta one Maula 
which natives are hela Baksh, the accused, engaged a European 
OF SE. pleader to defend his case. The pleader 
addressing the } jury delivered a speech in defence of his client. 
In the course of his speech he observed that although this 
man, pointing to his client, was black, yet there was a soul 
in him. This sentence is sufficient to show how prejudiced 
Englishmen are. Such contemptuous remarks unconsciously 
escape their lips. The only difference that there is between 
such Englishmen and natives is that the latter have a black 
complexion. while the former are black at hearé, because 
“black” ideas originate only from a “black” heart. O! 
Heaven, when wilt thou forgive our fault! Either turn us 
white or turn them black. also. 


The Rafdh- Am of the 80th September, draws attention to 
‘ii anamil the prevalence of bribery among the 
bribery’ among the a@mla. In spite of all the advantages 
amie which British rule has conferred upon 
India, it has not yet been able to suppress this evil. Some 
European officers indeed exercise a strict vigilance upon 
their native subordinates, but others are very careless:and have 
given the reins of authority into the hands of their amla. 
There are subordinate native officers: who draw small salaries, 
but who-acteally live like nobles. The vigilance of district 


tome #904 


officers only will not’ suffice in this matter. Some special 
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Commissioners should be appointed for ‘this special _ purpose 
in each district who should keep .a.sharp look-out after the 
amla. A great drawback in the way of detecting cases of 
bribery is the fact that.the law provides punishment for: both 
the receiver and the giver of .a bribe.. The law should be 
relaxed in favour of the latter. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbér of the Ist October 
ink ti Stn te ite dwells at length upon the fact that 
patwatis in the North- the patwdris in’ the North-Western 
—— Provinces are overworked. They 
have to do a great number of things, and the natural result 
of this is‘ that every thing: is done imperfectly, and the 
amount of money and labour spent on their work is so much 
money and labour lost. The new rules have imposed an 
amount of work upon the patwari which it is simply impos- 
sible for him to do. Besides his proper duties he has also to 
attend to a lot of miscellaneous work which the framer of the 
rules seems to have left out of. his calculation in fixing and 
defining his work. True, the old state of things was simply 
abominable. The records of .patwdris or kantngos could 
not in the least be relied upon. But the new rules are too 
elaborate, and framed without any reference to the intellec- 
tual capacity of those for whom they are intended or to the 
time which they have at their disposal. Nor is the petty 
remuneration, 2. ¢., Rs. 9 a month, which a patw4ri gets, suffi- 
cient to attract better educated men to the work. ‘The pat- 
waris, very badly off as they are, cannot afford to resign 
their posts. It is therefore our earnest prayer that they 
along with their families may be carried off by pestilence 
In one day, that.they may be relieved from all their miseries. 


“A correspondent of the Oudh.Punch of the 2nd October, 
in.an article written in the form of a 
ghazal, represents the Police Depart- 
ment as excelling in the following qualities :— | 


The Police Dapasinain’. 


‘How to harass: the, poor, , and how. to save scoundrels ion 
PET a how to- establish one’s credit with the Govern- 
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ment so that the Government may not listen to the com- 
plaints of the people ; none will like to court his misfortune 
by reporting any event or case at the police station,. but if 
any man does, he will be made to pay dearly for it ; how to 
make the accuser accused, and vice versd, according to sec- 
tion 211 of the Indian Penal Code ; how to protect thieves, 


and to falsely accuse honest persons ; how to show kindness 


towards badmashes who are entitled to pity ; how to keep 
secrets so that no theft might be traced ; how to evade all 
acts and circulars, however numerous they might be ; how 
to extort money with impunity ; we can teach all manner 
of frauds and deceits ; and our five daily prayers consist in 


invoking Heaven to send us those men who wish to pay 
bribes. 


EDUCATION. 


The Mitra Vilas of the Ist October, regrets to mention 


The need of female that many evil customs have sprung 
education in the Panjab. yy among the Hindu women in the 
Panjab from the want of education among them, and appeals 


to the educated men of the country to try to improve their 
condition. 


A correspondent of the same paper draws attention of the 
Female education jn ihabitants of the Panjab to the great 
_——- progress which female education has 
made in Bengal. Bengali women have written many books 
in the Bengali language. They are also editors of several 
periodical journals, such as the Vinodni, &&. They gave a 
warm reception to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
at the time of his visit. They lately held a meeting to con- 
sider how to perpetuate the memory of the late Miss 
Carpenter, and collected subscriptions for the purpose. They 
have also collected about Rs. 200 for the relief of the famine 
stricken people of Madras. | . 


A correspondent of the Saftr-i-Hindustdn of the 29th 


The mismanagement of September, complains that the school 
the Rhopar school = at Rhopar in-the Umballa district is 


‘| 
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falling off in numbers and efficiency. The real cause of the 
decay of the school is the inexperience of the Headmaster 
and his ill treatment of the subordinate teachers. He is not 
yet fit to be placed in independent charge of a school.. He 
should be transferred to some other school in a subordinate 
capacity where he may gain experience. He has discharged 


several experienced teachers and munshis, and appointed 
young students in their places. 


FAMINE. 
The Niur-ul-Absdr of the 1st October, says that Lord 
Northbrook made preparations on an 


extravagant scale to meet the late Ben- 
galfamine. He in fact spent more money than was abso- 


lutely necessary. His extravagant famine policy was long a 


The Deccan famine. 


subject of severe criticism in England. However, being a 


Governor-General, he escaped scot-free. True, he erred on 
the safe sid2, But in every case a middle course between the 
two extremes is always the best. At the time of the Madras 
and Bombay famine, there has naturally been a reaction in 
the opposite direction. The Government has been overstrict 
in the matter of expenditure in dealing with the Madras 
famine. The Hindu Patriot has also complained of this in 
its last number. A member of Parliament, in reference to 
the Madras famine, lately observed that the Government, by 
taking upon itself the entire burden of relieving the famine- 


stricken people in the time of distress, prevents the display of 


private charity. Apparently no one attached any weight to 
his remark. However, such remarks never fail to relax the 
energy and zeal of the Government. Nothing can be more 


monstrous than the policy which he advocates. It should be 


noticed that whenever there is a deficit in the finances the 
Government imposes new taxes upon the people to make 


itup. It therefore behoves the Government to render relief 


to the people in time of distress just as it itself looks to them 


for aid when it is in want of money. Itis by no means 
right to throw the burden of a famine upon the rich, whose: 
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number is very small, and thus reduce them also to poverty, 
The people are subjected to a double pressure, dearth on one 
side, and taxes on the other. In the North-Western Provip- 
ces they have already nolens volens paid the license tax. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Punch of the 2nd October, 

in an article written in the form of a. 
dialogue, represents a number of hemp- 

drinkers talking together on the subject of scarcity in Upper 

India. One interlocutor is made to say that there is as yet 

no scarcity of food grains; the present rise of prices is due to 

the non-interference of the Government. Within the last 
century many droughts have occurred, but things were never 
managed so badly as at present. There has been a failure of 
crops this time; still the exportation of grain is not stopped. 

Another interlocutor in reference to the exportation of grain, 
says that the English look to their own interests. The ex- 
portation of grain is beneficial to them in two ways. The 
octroi duties imposed on grain bring in thousands of rupees; 
and the income of railways from the transit of grain amounts 
to lakhs of rupees. When the famine is over, the (income) 
tax will appear on the stage like an epidemic disease; and 
the cost which the famine has entailed upon the Government 

will be realised with interest. In short, they are the gainers 
in every way. It is we who are to suffer. 


Famine, . 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Koh-1-Nér of the 3rd October says that there are two 
Two pieces of pasture Ppleces of pasture ground in Gujran- 
ground in Gujranwalla. =§ walla situated at a distance of nearly 
three miles from the city. The district authorities used to 
farm the pasture grounds to contractors every year, and the 
owners of cattle living in the city and the suburbs used to 
graze their cattle there after paying a fixed fee per head to the 
contractors. There are about four thousand cattle in the city. 
But the district authorities have lately ordered the pasture 
grounds to be planted with trees and prohibited cattle from 


| ef 


grazing there. There being no other pasture ground in the 
vicinity of the city, the inhabitants are put to great inconve- 
nience by this prohibition. To keep such a large number of 
cattle confined within the city throughout the day and night 
in the hot weather and in the rainy season is also objection- 
able on sanitary grounds. 


The Oudh Punch of the 2nd October, publishes an article 


in the form of a ghazal contributed by 
lg tae _— - correspondent who signs himself 


“a blackman (Punjdb Punch).”? 


It is impossible for me to speak of the calamities which 
are now afflicting us, there being so many of them, such as the 
license tax, the reduction of public expenditure, the famine, 


and the pestilence. The income tax has been supplanted by - 


the license tax, and this change which the tyrant*® has intro- 


duced is hardly a favourable one. We should not have been 
born natives of India. It is the fault of our own destiny that 
it has placed us here. The maximum of age for the candi- 
dates to the civil service examination has been fixed by the 
Government without realizing the amount of injustice 


done by it to the natives. No native has yet been appointed to 


a high office. Our grief has been increasing, while the limit 
of age for the candidates to the civil service examination has 
been gradually lowered. We have been always charged with 
disloyalty, although we have been sincerely trusting the just- 

ice of the Government. Even. our firm attachment to the 
- Government has been imputed to fraud and deceit. The higher 
the examinations we passed, the more we were condemned. 
for ignorance and barbarism. Strange consequences does 
loyalty produce—the more we love our rulers, the more they 
hate us. It is really very embarrassing that we expect kind- 
ness and favour at their hands, while they do not wish even 
to see our face. We die in grief and disappointment here. 
We will lay all our grievances before God. Qur blackness is 


" The word tyrant here apparently refers to the Government of India, 
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‘ an incurable disease. We need not entertain any hope of 
recovery from it. If we are determined to get rid of our 
disease, let us die and be born again in Europe. On hearing 
this, the Europeans taunt me, saying “ O! Sheda, * are your 
: aspirations so high ?”” :— 


as The same paper says that it is legal 
-. ft Cynical remarks on pas- 4 r , 
¥ lea wrens, to use the following terms as synonyms 
of the word ‘* non-existent ” : — 


** The strength of Russia, the weakness of Turkey, the 
policy of the English Government, the rains of 1877, the titles 
of the imperial darbar, the treaties of the kings of Europe. 


Circulation, The Rahbar-i- Hind of the 2nd October, in its correspon- 


450 copies. | 1 
60 copies dence columns, publishes an article 


2 Ween of anative beaded “ Wazirabad.” The writer 
says:—-“ We should not have been born 

natives of India, but unfortunately our destiny erred. Poor 
natives are such unlucky beings that any calamity that des- 
cends from Heaven runs post to India. It is they who must 
suffer from the ravages of famine and pestilence. It is they 
who must be denied their just rights and privileges. It1s 
they who must pay subscriptions and taxes. In short, every | 
calamity that descends from heaven, even if it were destined 
for men of other tribes, asks, before reaching the earth— 
Where are the houses of natives? | 


The yesterday’s 4 0’clock railway train has brought in the 
intelligence that a cloth merchant of Wazirabad, thirty-five 
or thirty-six years of age, has been offered a sacritice to the 
Station-master of Lahore. Full information on the subject 
has not yet come to hand. However, the following particu- 
lars have been heard. The deceased took his goods to the 
station for despatch (to Wazirabad ), where they lay for several 
days, probably because he paid no douceur to the railway 
clerks. He then asked the Station-master why his goods were 
not despatched, adding that he has been lying with his goods 


* Sheda must be the poetical name of the writer. 


‘ 


( 699 ») 


at the station for several days, while those men who came after 


him have had their goods despatched. This impertinence of 
course proved too much for the Station-master to bear. The 


cloth-merchant was so soundly beaten that his brain was split 
aud his eyes came out, and he died after a short time. We 
are not yet in a position to say who the real murderer is ; 
whether the Station-master or any clerk or other servant. 


At all events this is another fresh proof of the extremely 
small value attached to the lives of natives. 


The Naiari-Azam of the 3rd October, complains that 


A road fund muharrir at Muharrir of the road fund office of the 
Moradabad is corrupt. Moradabad tahsil is in the habit of 
exacting bribes from contractors. 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbar of the 30th September, states that 


A quarrel betweenthe on the 14th September, when some 
obi Chataraél (Ghist Musalmans were offering their prayers 
pur). in their masjid in mauza_ Rohichatar- 
sil (Ghazipur) the Hindu zemindars of the village entered 


the masjid and beat them. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 6th October, in a nisuanenlenhel 
article, complains that the outbreak 
of famine in these provinces has af- 
forded the dancing girls a very favourable opportunity to 
purchase young girls from the poor. They will bring up 
these girls and train them in their cursed profession. The 
Government should issue a strict order that none of them 
should buy a single child from the famine-stricken people. 
They pay no kind of tax to the Government ; therefore they 
should be called upon to contribute subscriptions for the 
relief of the famine sufferers. In every city a retired place 
outside the city should be assigned them to live in; not one 
of them being allowed to live inside the city. — 


The dancing girls. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 29th Sep orem 
Act I of 1876 of the Ben- 2O0tices with approval the chief’ previ- 


gal Legislative Council. sions of Act I. of 1876 of the Bengal 


Cicculation, 
90 copies. 


Circulation, 
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Legislative Council, the Muhammadan marriage and Divorce 


Registration Act. The editor, drawing the attention of the 
Musalmén community of the North-Western Provinges, 
Oudh, and the Panjab, to the above Act, says that there js 
an urgent need of a similar act in Upper India also. 


A correspondent of the Koht Nur of 29th September, 
“Distress from scarcity of complains of the distress of the poor 


classes of the community in the §iél- 
kot district, arising from an abnormal rise of prices. 


food in Sialkot. 
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